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To: All Members of the Council 
 
 

  
Direct:  0118 937 2303 
e-mail: 
michael.popham@reading.gov.uk 
 
27 June 2022 

 
Your contact is: Michael Popham - Democratic Services Manager 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
You are hereby summoned to attend a meeting of the Reading Borough Council to be held at 
Council Chamber, Civic Offices, Reading, on Tuesday, 5 July 2022 at 6.30 pm, when it is 
proposed to transact the business specified in the Agenda enclosed herewith. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
 
 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE 



 



 
 

A G E N D A 
 
1. MAYOR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

 To receive Mayor’s Announcements. 
 

 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

 

 To receive any declarations of interest. 
 

 

3. MINUTES 
 

9 - 22 

 The Mayor to sign the Minutes of the proceedings of the two previous 
Council Meetings held on 25 May 2022. 
 

 

4. PETITIONS 
 

 

 To receive petitions in accordance with Standing Order 8. 
 

 

5. QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
 

 

 Questions in accordance with Standing Order 9. 
 

 

6. QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS 
 

 

 Questions in accordance with Standing Order 10. 
 

 

Motions 
 

7. FAIR TAX DECLARATION 
 

 

 Councillor Mpofu-Coles to move: 
 
That this Council notes that: 

 The pressure on organisations to pay their fair share of tax has 
never been stronger. 

 Polling from the Institute for Business Ethics finds that 
“corporate tax avoidance” has, since 2013, been the clear 
number one concern of the British public when it comes to 
business conduct. 

 Two thirds of people (66%) believe the Government and local 
councils should at least consider a company’s ethics and how 
they pay their tax, as well as value for money and quality of 
service provided, when awarding contracts to companies. 

 Around 17.5% of public contracts in the UK have been won by 
companies with links to tax havens.  

 It has been conservatively estimated that losses from 
multinational profit-shifting (just one form of tax avoidance) 
could be costing the UK some £17bn per annum in lost 
corporation tax revenues. 

This Council believes that: 

 As recipients of significant public funding, local authorities 

 



should take the lead in the promotion of exemplary tax conduct; 
be that by ensuring contractors are paying their proper share of 
tax, or by refusing to go along with offshore tax dodging when 
buying land and property.  

 Where councils hold substantive stakes in private enterprises, 
influence should be wielded to ensure that such businesses are 
exemplars of tax transparency and tax avoidance is shunned.  

 Current and proposed new UK procurement law significantly 
restricts the ability of local authorities to either penalise poor 
tax conduct or reward good tax conduct, when buying goods or 
services.  

Consequently, this Council resolves to: 

 Approve the ‘Councils for Fair Tax’ Declaration.  

 Continue to lead by example and demonstrate good practice in 
our tax conduct, right across our activities, including ensuring 
that IR35 is implemented robustly. 

 Never use offshore vehicles for the purchase of land and 
property, especially where this leads to reduced payments of 
stamp duty.  

 Undertake due diligence to ensure that not-for-profit structures 
are not being used inappropriately by suppliers.   

 Demand clarity where practicable on the ultimate beneficial 
ownership of suppliers, both UK-based and overseas, and their 
consolidated profit and loss position. 

 Support calls for urgent reform of UK procurement law to enable 
local authorities to better penalise poor tax conduct and reward 
good tax conduct through their procurement policies. 

 
 



 
WEBCASTING NOTICE 

 
Please note that this meeting may be filmed for live and/or subsequent broadcast via the Council's 
website. At the start of the meeting the Mayor will confirm if all or part of the meeting is being 
filmed. You should be aware that the Council is a Data Controller under the Data Protection Act. 
Data collected during a webcast will be retained in accordance with the Council’s published policy. 
 
Members of the public seated in the public gallery will not ordinarily be filmed by the automated 
camera system. However, please be aware that by moving forward of the pillar, or in the unlikely 
event of a technical malfunction or other unforeseen circumstances, your image may be captured.  
Therefore, by entering the meeting room, you are consenting to being filmed and to the 
possible use of those images and sound recordings for webcasting and/or training purposes. 

 
 


